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DONT... 
TELL ME... 
THIS 1G...1 


sim). 
AAA 
MM HANNAN 


THERE'S BEEN A HELL 
OF A RACKET COMING FROM 
THAT GOLDEN CASTLE OR 
WHATEVER FOR A WHILE NOW. 
THAT WAS YOU SMASHING 
THINGS TO PIECES LOOKING 
FOR GOLD, WASN'T IT, 


AND A WALL 
MUST'VE COLLAPSED 
AND CRUSHED YOU 
UNDER IT, RIGHT?! 
KWAHAHA...! 


THAT'S WHAT You 
GET FOR BEING SO 
GREEDY AT YOUR 
OLD AGE. PRETTY 
DISGRACEFUL...! 


THINGS 
WOULDN'T HAVE = 
COME TO THIS IF Ve — 
You HAD COME ‘Gi j 

SOONER...! An 


WAS TEACHING 
A CHEEKY HORSE 
A GOOD LESSON! 


22 
WHAT WERE YOU 
DOING WASTING 
YOUR TIME HERE 
THEN? 


lant it. More iike | f/ 
the one 


I GOTTA CATCH PLEASE WAIT, 
(en He ME \) THAT HORSE AND 


FOR THIS... 


FINISH IT OFF... 


vuWHO ARE 4 y 
YOU? HAVE y "| 
I SEEN YOU “ 
BEFORE...? \ 

XY 


- HELL KILL ME IF I 
TOL? HIM THAT I SAW 
HIM WHEN HE WAS BEING 
PRAGCED AROUND BY 
YONGBI, RIGHT...? 


ope you Sy 3 N-NOT AT ALL...! 


LOOK ODLY  ¢ WE'VE NEVER MET! 
FAMILIAR... 


HOWEVER... 
ALTHOUGH IT’S MY 
FIRST TIME SEEING YOU 
UP CLOSE, I'VE HEARD 
ALOT ABOUT YOUR 
GREAT RENOWN. 


Jn fact, Ive seen 
you from a distance 
‘a numer oF times, 


IN PARTICULAR, ‘ L\ A 

YOUR BATTLE WITH THE . S 1 
MASTER OF THE CHEONWOONG \ 
FACTION OVER THERE WAS AN R... 

EPIC CLASH THAT WILL LONG BE /® REALLY? 

REMEMBERED IN THE ANNALS 
OF MURIM, ONE THAT EVEN 

LITTLE CHILDREN ARE 


WELL FAMILIAR WITH. 


7 a 
SN ~ 
oN 
~ 
eo Oho. 
where'd you 
And there's als hear such NOK Lee 
‘a rumour that the ¢ruthtul x ad oe \ |] 
SS gattle ended amicesly words? \ fF 
‘Because you were y is 
Seine wereitul Jf Te Sa 
SS 
AQ. Pubsha. is 
— ee a 
WHAT ARE ) 7 a AREN'T 
THEY UP TO hehe. THEY 
NOW? W-WHO — HAVING 
KNOWS... (Y : Sy Fue 
(s 


I GET WHAT 
YOU MEAN, SO 
LEAVE EVERYTHING 
MASTER 7 


THEY SAY 
couneray ||) scornowron || TOASKMETO SAVE 
POgRYONe, you, YOU SHOULD'VE 
TOLD ME, OLD MAN! 
WHY BOTHER SOME 
ONE ELSE TO DO 
IT FOR Your! 


WHEN'D | 
EVER ASK YOu 
TO SAVE ME, 


THAT SICKLY MONK 
WITH CONSUMPTION* 
TOLD ME EVERYTHING, 
SO THERE'S NO NEED 
TO BE EMBAR- 


YOU TOLD HIM 
TO DO WHATEVER NO WORRIES. 
HE CAN TO TAKE T'LL TAKE YA 
YOU TO A CERTAIN OUTSIDE. 
MASTER GOO 
HW), RIGHT...? 


YOU MUST'VE 
REALLY BEEN 
DESPERATE TO GET 
A SICKLY PERSON 
LIKE HIM TO CARRY 
YOU ON HIS BACK 


(SAVED HIM FROM 
BEING BURNED ALIVE, 
AND THIS 1S HOW HE 
REPAYS ME...? 


I GUESS IT's \ uN Mw AW YOU COME 
TIME T BID YOU \ 
FAREWELL... : RQSQV hanno 


Au... YOU'RE 


MAKIN! A FUSS 
AGAIN... 
LET GO 
OF ME! 
ANYWAY, DON'T 
EVER FORGET 
WHAT I'VE DONE 
FOR YOU HERE, ILGAK. rey 
ALRIGHT OLD RASCAL-! 


MAN? 


\ \\ 


\ 


A 
| | \ 


a 


ALL OF HIS TIES 

WITH 'LIFE’ HAVE 

BEEN SEVERED, 
OR... 


+ WELL, I CANT 
SAY. EVERYONE 
HAS THEIR OWN 
PREFERENCES. «AS FOR ME... 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING I’P 
REALLY LIKE TO 
SEE FROM YOU, 
COMMANDER... 


BUT IF SUCH 
HAHA... A MOMENT EVER 
IT'S A SECRET. COMES, THEN 


wD IGT... 


NANTES... TO... 
SEE... YOUR... 


ONE... LAST... TIME... 
COMMANPER... 


WE'RE 
FINALLY 
OUT OF THIS 
INFERNAL 


SM ARC TTT 


} ; HE SAID 
" iz HE HAS CON- 
; SUMPTION...! 


WON'T HIS 
LUNGS BURST IF 
HE EXERTS HIMSELF 
LIKE THAT? 


“lf IKNEWTHISWouLD As 
HAPPEN! HEY, You 
ALRIGHT? THAT'S Way Go. 
I TOLD You NOT To 
PUSH YOURSELF! 


WAIT uP, 
I'LL GIVE you 
A HAND! 


\ 


S = 
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DID YOu ONLY 
That he's REALISE THAT 
played me 
for a fool... 


WHAT DO you 
MEAN 'WAKE uP'? 
YOU THINK | WAS 
SLEEPING ON 
YOUR BACK?! 


HEY, C'MON... 
MY NAPE'S BEEN 
FEELIN’ PRETTY WARM 
FOR A WHILE NOW... 
DIDN'T CHA DROOL 
WHILE YOU WERE 
DOZING OFF? 


ENOUGH OF THIS 
DRIVEL AND CATCH UP & 
TO THAT RASCAL OF 
A MONK RIGHT NOW! 


REGAKP EVERYONE 
WHO HAS ENTEREP THE 
MUHAE VALLEY AS KEY 
SUSPECTS PIRECTLY OR 
INPIRECTLY INVOLVEP IN 
THE GEUMCHEONBO 
MASSACRE. 


LOCATE THE GOLPEN 
CASTLE ANP RETRIEVE 
THE LIGHTNING GOP'S 
BLUE DRAGON SWORP- 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 


THE CHIEF 
INSPECTOR 19 
PRESUMED DEAD... 
BEGIN THE SECONP 
PHASE! 


CAPTURE THEM 
ALIVE IF POSSIBLE, 
BUT KILL THEM IF 
IT PROVES TO BE 
DIFFICULT! 


4 
c 
= 
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NOTHING HERE, SO 


& 
: 
g 
x 
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GO AROUND THE 
OTHER WAY! 


ANYWAY... 
IT WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 


WE CAN HARDLY 
SPREAD OLIT TO LOOK 
FOR HIM WHEN WE 
DON'T KNOW THE WAY 
AROUND HERE... 


we parely manaced tO 
eet Back here as it is 


ts THEN AGAIN... IT'S 
a NOT LIKE ANYTHING 
COULD'VE HAPPENED 


A oi 
ty, NOI ea 
Lech ee, See 


| WAS 
YET 
2 


BASTARD. 
KIND ENOUGH TO ADVISE 


YOU 10 GO AROUND, 
YOU SWING YOUR STEEL 
AT ME IN RETURN, 


YOU... 


WHO THE... 
HELL ARE 
YOU LOT? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


WASTING SORRY, SIR. 


TIME AT A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS... 


THOUGHT WE : WHO ARE THE MORONS: 
WERE GONNA ) GOING AROUND LEAKING 
EAT IN PEACE : THIS PITIFUL MURDE- 
AND QUIET... 4 % 2 F x ROUS INTENT? 


THE BLACK 
SNAKES...7 


ne BLACK SAKE Wow Lines 
AS THE BLACK SNAKES E 
TO GET INVOLVED IN THESE ‘CHAOTIC 
A MATTER LIKE THIS FACTIONS' ARE. 
WITHOUT THINKING 
THINGS THROUGH... 


\) 
AND I SUPPOSE YOU'RE 
THE MURIM ALLIANCE OR 
q SOMETHING TO SPEAK SO 
GRAI UH... 


INDLY, HUH. 


THEN WHY HAVE 
THEY SHOWN UP HERE 
NOW, WHEN THEY DIDN'T 
SO MUCH AS LIFT A 
FINGER AFTER WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THE 
GEUMCHEONBO? 


YOU FOOLS ARE 
HASTENING YOUR 
OWN DEATHS... 


EITHER THEY 
WAITED TILL THE 
EXISTENCE OF THE 
‘GOLDEN CASTLE’ 
WAS REVEALED... 


CHIEF 
INSPECTOR! 


TELL YOU 10 STAY 
CONCEALED UNTIL 
T CONTACT YOU? 


WE DIDN'T HEAR 
FROM YOU UNTIL THE 
DESIGNATED TIME, 
SO T INITIATED THE 
SECOND PHASE OF 
THE OPERATION. 


THE HIGH LORD 
GAVE YOU THE SECOND 
‘SECRET’ ORDER WITHOUT 
TELLING ME, DID HE...? 


WELL... I CAN 
HAVE A TALK WITH 
HIM ABOUT THAT 

LATER... 


BUT FOR NOW, WE 
HAVE TO RETREAT. 


S SSSHoov"' 2y\| 
P WHAT DO you sou, ( y a 


i 


MEAN 'BUT'? THE 7 l YA —\57 HUH?! 
WHOLE WORLD WILL { /} \ ( 
BE TURNED UPSIDE Wf qi 

DOWN IN A BIT...! Z oY >» 


OTHERWISE, 00 
AS YOU PLEASE. 
FOLLOW ME AS FOR ME... 


IF YOU WANT 
TO LIVE... 


D... Deputy 
Inspector... 


) bID YOu NOT 
HEAR WHAT THE 
5 CHIEF INSPECTOR 
HAS SAID?! 


OWH... SOHEE. 
ARE YOU FEELIN’ 
BETTER NOW? 


ABU oul. 


“oA oi 


B-BUIT... WHO 
|S THAT YOU'RE 
‘CARRYING ON 
YOUR BACK...? 


DON'T YOLI KNOW...? 
HE'S THE BOSS OF 
THE STRONGHOLD IN 
THE CHEONWOONG 
MOUNTAIN! 


THE D-DIVINE 
LORD OF DES~ 
TRUCTION?! 


BUT... W-WHy IS... 
THE DIVINE LORD 
OF DESTRUCTION... 
ON YOUR BACK, 
BOSS...? 


aA IT’S A LONG 


TELL ME, DID 


BY THE WAY, WE DID. HE 


DID YOU SEE SAID SOMETHING 
A SMALL MONK 
om WEIRD AND TOOK 
COME RUNNING T 
THIS WAY? = aloe ued 


AGAIN. 


SOMETHING ABOUT 


THE WORLD BEING TURNED HE WASN'T 
UPSIDE DOWN... AND THAT TELLING IT TO 
WE SHOULD GET OUTTA US, THOUGH. 


HERE QUICKLY IF WE 
WANT TO LIVE... 


WE SHOULD 
LEAVE THIS AREA 
AS QUICKLY AS 
POSSIELE...! 


WHAT IS 
IT NOW?! 


HELL IS 
THAT...? 


HAS IT 
STARTED? 


a a > aM 
{ylbin hla 
Mier 


Yonsli the Invincible 


HOW'S YOUR 
BROKEN ARM? 


SINCE WHEN 
DID YOU DEVELOP 
A NASTY HABIT OF 
STALKING OTHER 

PEOPLE, HIGH 
LORD? 


WOULDN'T A 
QUIET GARDEN SOME- 
WHERE OR A SECLUDED 
PATH IN THE HILLS BE 
BETTER SUITED FOR 
A'WALKING TRAIL’? 


WERE YOU 
PRETENDING TO 
BE INJURED...? 


WHAT GOOD WOULD WALKING 
IN SUCH PLACES DO WHEN 
YOU'RE FOLLOWED AROUND 
BY AN ENTOURAGE? 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN...? THIS IS 
MY 'WALKING TRAIL’. 
IT IS YOU WHO'S 
TRESPASSING 
ON IT... 


twas Here all MOMIN 


I'VE BEEN 
LETTING MY M/ND 
DO THE WALKING 

HERE... 


\ 


HOW ADMIRABLE. 
THIS HUMBLE MONK 
WILL TAKE HIS 

LEAVE THEN... 


HMM? 
WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING? 


IF YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOLIT THE INSPECTOR'S 
REPORT, YOU SHOULD 
KNOW I ALREADY 
SUBMITTED IT. 


I'M GOING HOME, V- 
SINCE I'VE COMPLETED . TENET INGE 
THE TASK I WAS 
ASKED TO DO. 


IF IT'S THE 
ONE WHERE ALL YOU 
WROTE WAS ‘IT WAS 

A TRULY ENJOYABLE 
JOURNEY’, THEN YES, 

I'VE READ IT... 


SO I'VE JUST 
COMPLETED ANOTHER 
REPORT AND LEFT IT 
IN THE ROOM I WAS 
STAYING AT. 


OHO... 
AND WHAT DID 
YOU WRITE IN 

THERE...?. 


IF YOU'RE LOOKING 
FOR A MORE DETAILED 


REPORT, I'M SURE YOU'VE 


RECEIVED IT FROM THE 
MEN YOU'VE SENT TO 
WATCH ME...! 


OH, DEAR 
ME... I KNEW 


I MERELY ORDERED THEM 
TO ACCOMPANY YOU AS 
YOUR ATTENDANTS, BUT 

THEY'D BEEN RATHER 
OVEREAGER, AS IT WAS 
THEIR FIRST MISSION IN 
ALONG TIME... PLEASE 

BE UNDERSTANDING. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
BE VERY HAPPY 
ABOUT THAT... 


I WROTE, 'T 
THOUGHT ABOUT 
IT AGAIN, AND IT 
REALLY WAS AN 
ENJOYABLE 
TRIP"... 


you... 
EXPECT ME 
TO BELIEVE 
THAT? 


PUHEHEHE! 


= 
[ f, 
f ¢; 
=~ “3 HEY, 
LZ ae Hey. 


a 


CAN'T BE 
HELPED EVEN 
IF YOU DON'T. 


ih Tram a 


eh LN 


WHEN... 
YOU'RE THE 
HIGH LORD... 


YOU GET TO HEAR 
A LOT OF THINGS, 
WHETHER THEY’RE 


AND WHEN 
YOU CONTINUE 
HEARING THEM... 


- 


FIND THAT, IN 
THE END, THE 
VERY ACT OF 
TELLING RIGHT 
FROM WRONG 
BECOMES 


Pe 


FROM THE START... 
WHEN THE GELIMCHEON'S 
MASTER DECLINED MY 
OFFER TO COME AND 
LIVE HERE... 


HE MUST'VE HAD 
AN INKLING AS TO 
WHAT KIND OF FATE 
AWAITED HIM...! 


} 
V pis 
WU 


Wy 
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NO... RATHER, 
IT WOULD BE MORE 
ACCURATE TO SAY THAT 
HE BROUGHT IT UPON 
HIMSELF... 


HOW HE MUST'VE NEVER CUT 
SUFFERED... TO LIVE OUT FOR THIS 
UNDER SUCH IMMENSE MURIM... 
GUILT EVERY DAY, WITH 
THAT SOFT HEART 
OF His... 


ONE THING 
THAT MUST'VE 
WEIGHED ON HIS 
MIND WOULD'VE 
BEEN HIS YOUNG 


BUT LIKE FATHER, 
LIKE SON...! EVEN 
AFTER EXPERIENCING 
WHAT HE DID, THE 
BOY ALSO CHOSE 
NOT TO COME 
HERE... 


re 


THAT UNGRATE- 
FUL KID, | REALLY 


WELL... THAT WAS 
DOTED ON HIN...! 


WHEN HE WAS STILL 
A SUCKLING BABE, 
NO WAY HE CAN 
REMEMBER IT. 


VARIOUS THINGS 
WENT DOWN IN A 
MOST COMPLICATED 
MANNER... 


BUT THE MATTER 
WAS MORE OR LESS 
WRAPPED UP WHEN 
THE MUHAE VALLEY 
WAS BURIED UNDER 
TONS OF EARTH...! 


ON THE SURFACE, 
AT LEAST...! 


REPORTS FROM THE 
SECOND INSPECTION 
GROUP WILL START 
ARRIVING. 


Unlike 
someone, 
theyre very 
thorough with 
their mission. 


WHO WERE 
INVOLVED IN 
THIS INCIDENT... 


WHAT 
WERE THEIR 
INTENTIONS... 


THERE'LL BE 
PARTS THAT OVERLAP 
OR CONTRADICT EACH 
OTHER... BUT ALMOST 

NOTHING WILL BE 

LEFT OUT... 


AND PUTTING 
ALL THOSE PIECES 
TOGETHER TO DISCERN 
RIGHT FROM WRONG, 
IDENTIFYING WHAT'S 
IMPORTANT AND 
DECIDING UPON IT... 


IS THE 
JOB OF THIS 
OLD MAN...! 


+. THAT IS WHY 
THE ROLE OF CHIEF 
INSPECTOR... THE ONE 
WHOM I'D APPOINTED 
PERSONALLY... WAS OF 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE... 


BEFORE YOU | 
RESIGN, FOR ONE f > I DEMAND AN 
LAST TIME... J 1 ANSWER FROM YOU, 
CHIEF INSPECTOR 
UNDER THE DIRECT 
COMMAND OF THE 
MURIM HIGH LORD! 
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Lis 
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Op er 
lata 


ne 
Ly 


WAS THE TRIP. 
ENJOYABLE? 


| TOLD you! 
ii ld ah U xe Aha, that's 
REPORT! right... 


ALRIGHT. I THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR 
EFFORT. YOU MAY 
LEAVE NOW. 


THIS 1S WAY 
| HATE DEALING 
WITH WILY OLD 


Now 


Id rather ee 
threatened instead. 


WHERE DO 
YOU WANT ME 
TO START? 


sn HAVE YOU 
BEEN TO A 
RED-LIGHT 
DISTRICT? 


LET'S BE A BIT 
MORE SERIOUS 
Now! 


A, 


END, YOU AND 
YOUR MEN SAW 


UP AFTER A 


GOOD NAP, AND 
THAT'S \NHAT 


YOU HAD NOTHING 
USEFUL TO TELL ME... 
BUT THANK YOLI FOR 
EXPLAINING IT TO ME 
SO KINDLY... 


IF YOU GO SO 
OH... I CAN'T 4 
POSSIBLY TAKE ALL THAT IN THA 


THESE ON TOP OF 1 
y CASE, THANK YOU. 
WHAT YOU'VE DONE WELL, THEN... 


PLEASE TAKE 
CARE! 


WE'VE NEVER 
BEEN $O EARNEST 
IN OUR WHOLE 
LIFE! PLEASE...! 


W-WHAT... WHAT ARE 
THE HELL DID You DOING, 
WE JUST DO? ]/} 


T-THAT 
DAMNED OLD 
FART! HOW 
DARE HE PULL 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS ON BANG 
NEUNGSO...! 


AWAY EVERYTHING 
WE'VE HOARDED IN | I >, 


OVER THE PAST 
TEN YEARS...! 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER...? 


DO YOU... 


HAVE THINGS 
LEFT TO GIVE 
ME...? 


TAKE CARE ON PLEASE 
THE ROAD...! COME AGAIN 
SOB...! ; . cz NEXT TIME... 


SAW HIM WALKING § 
DOWN TOWARD THE 
HWEYANG VILLA 


YOU LOOK A 
LOT BETTER 


THE HIGH 
ELDER HAS TOLD 
ME TO BRING 
YOU, MASTER... 


A MESSENGER 
HAS ARRIVED... 


I THOUGHT IT 
WAS ABOUT TIME 
FOR SOMEONE 


See R 


IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE, MASTER 
HYEON. 


I'S ALREADY 
BEEN TWO MONTHS, 
SURELY YOU COULD 
HAVE FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT IT BY NOW. 


YES... IT'S INDEED 
BEEN A WHILE SINCE 
I'VE LAST SEEN 

YOUR FACE. 


BUT FINE... IN ANY 

CASE, YOU MUST BE 

HERE ON OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS... 


THOUGH | WAS 
PRETTY MUCH TIRED 
OF SEEING THE BACK 
OF YOUR SHINY HEAD 
IN THE MUHAE VALLEY 
NOT SO LONG AGO. 


LET'S HEAR IT 
THEN... WHAT IS 
THE PUNISHMENT 

FOR OUR FAC- 


PROBATION FOR 
THREE MONTHS. 


AND OF COURSE, 
YOU'RE TO BE PRESENT 
AT THE MURIM ALLIANCE 
HEADQUARTERS DURING 
THAT PERIOD. 


SURELY YOU 
MUST BE AWARE OF 
WHO BROUGHT IN THE 
DEMONISTS AND CALISED 
EVERYTHING THAT 


HAPPENED... 


WE'RE I CAN'T SAY FOR 
Wel AWARE OTHERS, BUT THE 
is HIGH LORD AND I 

AT LEAST ARE...! 


IS IT BECAUSE 
OF THE LOOMING 
THREAT OF THE 
BLOOD SECT...? 


I SEE... IT'D 
BE UNWISE TO STIR 
TROUBLE FROM WITHIN 
AND MAKE MATTERS 
WORSE WHEN HUNGRY 
WOLVES ARE LURKING 

BEHIND YOU. 


HE DID 
SEEM WARY 
ABOUT THEIR 

MEDDLING, 


SL A 


THEY WOULD 
UNDERSTAND THE 
MEANING OF THOSE 
WORDS MORE KEENLY 
THAN WE EVER 
COULD...! 


YET FOR THEM TO HOM EERE 


PROVOKE US LIKE THIS, 
IT IMPLIES THAT THEY 
MUST BE PREPARED... 


WE HAVE 
ALSO BEEN 
PREPARED FOR 
A LONG TIME. 


IT SEEMS 
THAT THIS TIME 
AT LEAST... 


HE'S NOT 
SUMMONING ME 
TO BE THE DRINKING 
BUDDY OF A BORED 
OLD MAN... 


ANYWAY, IT ALSO 
SEEMED TO ME THAT 
THE HIGH LORD DIDN'T 
WISH TO DELVE INTO 
THIS MATTER ANY 
FURTHER... 


AND LET IT BE 
WRAPPED UP AT 
THIS POINT. 


THERE WOULD BE A LARGELY DUE 
NUMBER OF REASONS TO 'MY EARNEST 
FOR IT, THE PRESENCE ADVICE"! 


OF THE BLOOD SECT 
INCLUDED, BUT I BELIEVE 
THAT THE HIGH LORD 
HAS COME TO MAKE 
SUCH A DECISION... 


(On the matter of 
your Cheonwoone 
Faction in particular. 


SO THAT'S 
WHAT YOU WERE 
GETTING AT. /¥ 


WHY DON'T 
WE CALL IT 
EVEN FOR WHAT 
HAPPENED IN THE A 
MUHAE VALLEY % 


WITH THIS...? ioaNs és 


ARE YOU 
RETURNING TO 
THE SHAOLIN 
NOW? 


I'D LOVE TO, BUT IT 
STILL HAVE A TASK THAT 
THE HIGH LORD'S ASKED 
ME PERSONALLY... 


I NEED TO FIND OUT 
WHETHER A CERTAIN 
WANDERING VAGABOND 
AND HIS DRUNK HORSE 
ARE ALIVE, AND BRING 
THEM TO THE MURIM 
ALLIANCE... 


+ THEN I GUESS 
THERE'S NO NEED 
FOR ME TO ASK 
YOU THE SAME... 


A GIRL WHO 
WAS CALLED A PRODIGY 
SINCE CHILDHOOD ROSE 
TO BECOME ONE OF THE 
FIVE WARRIOR EMPERORS 
WHEN SHE WAS BARELY 
PAST TWENTY... 


AND THERE |S 
THE HEAVEN RAVAGER 
KING GOO HWI, WHO WAS 
BLESSED BY THE HEAVENS 
WITH THE PERFECT BODY 
FOR MARTIAL ARTS... 


-- THEN A NAMELESS 


YOUNG GOSU APPEARS 
FROM NOWHERE TO 
THE AWE AND ENVY OF 
EVERY MARTIAL ARTIST 
UNDER THE SUN. 


AND THERE ARE 
ALSO COUNTLESS 
OTHER ECCENTRIC 

AND EXOTIC WARRIORS 

WHO DEFY OUR 

IMAGINATION... 


SUCH ARE THE 

INHABITANTS OF 

THIS PLACE WE 
CALL THE MURIM! 


y 


I’M SURE THAT... 
IT DOESN'T STRAY 
TOO FAR FROM WHAT 
THE HIGH LORD MEANT 
WHEN HE SAID THAT 
'THE MURIM IS VAST’. 


WHEN THE 
PROBATION ON OUR 
FACTION LIFTS... 


IT WOULDN'T BE A BAD 
IDEA TO LET My DISCIPLES 
WANDER AROUND THE 
MURIM FOR A WHILE. 


NORA NAAAA a ep te 
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HAVEN'T 
FOUND HIM... 


WE'VE BEEN 
COMBING THE 


AREA AROUND THE 
MUHAE VALLEY... 


MOST ELITE AGENTS 
HAVEN'T MANAGED TO 
FIND A SINGLE TRACE 
OF HIM, WHICH LEADS 
ME TO BELIEVE 


"DEAR HUSBAND’ 
ISN'T SLICH AN 
IRRESPONSIBLE MAN 
WHO'D DIE AND LEAVE 
HIS FIANCEE TO BECOME 
A YOUNG WIDOW... 


AS FAR AS 
I KNOW... 


YOU WOULDN'T 
REMEMBER IT, BLT 
YOU AND MASTER YONGBI 
HAVE ACTUALLY MET WAY 
BEFORE I INTRODUCED 
YOU TO EACH OTHER... 


WHY DON'T 

I TELL YOU 
SOMETHING THAT 
YOU DIDN'T KNOW, 

MISTRESS? 


THOSE EMOTIONLESS 
EYES THAT I COULPNT 
BELIEVE COULP BELONG 
TO A LIVING PERSON... 


purHoeN =f f 
INSIDE THEM... WAS 
DEEP SORKOW AND 
DESPAIR... 


SINCE THEN, 
I WASN'T ABLE 
TO SEE THOSE 
EYES AGAIN. 


LIKE... HE'D 
TURNED INTO 
A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 


YET THOSE SAME EYES 
SEEMED THEY COULD BURN 
THE WHOLE WORKL? TO 
ASHES IN AN INSTANT... 


=~ AS SOMEONE OLDER 
HUU WHO'S BEEN THROUGH 
: {00 ) s WHAT YOU HAVEN'T YET, I 
CAN TELL YOU THAT IT AIN'T 
EASY TO BE COMPLETELY 
———_—* 


HONEST WITH EACH OTHER 
ON SUCH MATTERS WHEN 
YOU'RE COURTING. 


$0 THAT'S 
WHY You've 
BEEN SULKING 
ALL THIS TIME! 
HAHA...! 


You're so cute 
when you're like, 


THE BEST TIME 
TO TALK ABOUT 
THAT IS AFTER YOUR 
CLOTHES COME OFF. 


Yonsli the Invincible 


KEEP YOUR 
HEADS DOWN AND 
PRESS AGAINST 


SUCH LOVELY 
Music TO MY 


WATCH AND CUT 
ONE OFF EVERY 
HOUR, ELDER 
MYEONG. 


Never have 
I been so relieved 
to be old. 


RIGHT THEN, WHAT 
SHOULD I CHOOSE 
FOR THEIR THIRD 
HELLISH DRILL? 


Y a 
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We 
ROKK 
ROO 

Wan 


UNDER THE DIRECT 
COMMAND OF THE 
BLACK SNAKES. 


IT'S WHAT 
EVERYONE SAYS. 
'THE BLACK SNAKES 
ARE LIKE INCREDIBLY 
POWERFUL WARRIORS 
WHO ARE BLIND 
AND DEAF..." 


THAT MEANS 
THAT WAS BOLD, 
Jey, to caren ano || KiDm WHICH BASTARD & 
“AA I), PROCESS INFOR- MOUTHED OFF SUCH 
PEF MN DARING WORDS? 


YOU'RE 
SAYING IT 
ISN'T TRUE? 


IT's 
EMBARRASSING 
1 IT 


IT'S TRUE. 


THEN YOU 
AGREE? 


HANG ON. LET 
ME GET THIS 
STRAIGHT. 


4 the thvinetible 


Yonst 


sO, 
BASICALLY... 


YOU'LL CREATE 
THE BEST INFORMATION 
GROUP THERE IS AND LET 
US OPERATE IT DIRECTLY 
UNDER OUR COMMAND, AND 
IN RETURN YOU WANT THE 
BLACK SNAKES TO PROVIDE 
AN ESCORT WHEN THE GELIM- 
CHEONBO TRANSPORTS 
GOODS OVER LONG 
DISTANCES...? 


DIDN'T You 
COME TO THE 
WRONG PLACE 


IT'D SERVE 
YOU BETTER TO 
FIND ONE AMONG 
THE RIGHTEOUS 
FACTIONS FOR 


WE'RE A BAND OF 
ASSASSINS... SUITED 
BETTER FOR RAIDING 

THAN DEFENDING 

AGAINST THEM. 


I HEARD THAT THE 
BLACK SNAKES NEVER 
ATTACK MERCHANTS OR 
COMMON FOLK FOR 
PRIVATE GAINS. 


MOREOVER... YOU 
HAVE PARTICULARLY STRICT 
STANDARDS FOR ACCEPTING 
A JOB, WHICH DEPEND NOT 
ON THE AMOLINT OF MONEY 

OFFERED BLIT THE CAUSE 
BEHIND IT. AM I RIGHT? 


MURDER IS 
MURDER! WHATEVER 
STANDARDS WE WORK 
ON, IT DOESN'T CHANGE 
THE FACT THAT WE'RE 
A CHAOTIC FACTION. 
Not shat | saree 
40 wezelina factions #8 


righteous or chaotic 
in the first Place, 


DO THE 
GEUIMCHEONBO 
WISH TO WORK 

WITH US DESPITE 
KNOWING THAT? 


WE'RE 
MERCHANTS, 
WHOSE PURPOSE 
LIES IN GENERAT- 
ING PROFITS! 


IT'S NOT WHO 
WE WORK WITH 
THAT'S IMPORTANT, 
BUT HOW WELL 
THEY CAN DO THE 
WORK FOR US! 


'AS LONG AS 
A CAT'S GOOD AT 
CATCHING RATS, IT 


DOESN'T MATTER IF IT 
IS BLACK OR WHITE’... 
IS THE BELIEF OF THE 
GEUMCHEONBO'S 
NEW MASTER! 


IF THAT'S HOW 
THEY THINK, THEN 
I SUPPOSE WE'VE 
NOTHING TO LOSE 
FROM THIS DEAL... 


ANYWAY... I QUITE 
LIKE THE WAY THIS 
NEW MASTER OF THE 
GEUMCHEONBO THINKS. 
I'D LIKE TO MEET HIM 
SOME TIME... 


soles 
eS 


I'M THE SECOND 
MASTER OF THE 
GEUMCHEONBO. 
THE LATE FIRST 
MASTER WAS 
MY FATHER! 


No... Lonly let 
didn’t know him in ‘cause he 
either? fy brought Brother 


FEE Ghost Archer's 
letter of intro- 
duction... 


HE'S CURRENTLY 
STAYING AT OUR 
HOBUK BRANCH FOR 
HIS DAUGHTER'S 


I DID HEAR THAT 
SHE WAS THE REASON 
HE LEFT US TO BEGIN 

WITH... AND WHY HE 
WENT TO THE MUHAE 
VALLEY AS SOMEONE'S 
BODYGUARD. 


ailina dauahter. 


J 


SO THAT'S WHY HE THAT'S THE WAY HE 
HE LEFT US EVEN JUST SMILED, |S... TOO PROUD FOR 
BEFORE HE WAS THAT'S ALL. 


FULLY HEALED. 


THAT OLD MAN WE 
MET IN THE MUHAE 
VALLEY WAS THE GUY 
THE GHOST ARCHER 
WAS PROTECTING... 


NOW 
THAT I THINK 
ABOUT IT... 


HE'S THE CHIEF 
I THINK I HEARD OF OUR HOBLIK 


HIM SAYING THAT BRANCH. 
HE'S ALSO IN THE 
GEUMCHEONBO... 


HE WANTED 
ME TO TELL YOU 
THAT HE OWES THE 
MEN OF THE BLACK 


SNAKES A HUGE DEBT 
AND WOULD LIKE TO 
COME IN PERSON 
SOON TO THANK 
YOU ALL. 


THEN AGAIN... 
HYEONJU DID 
HAVE A HARD 
TIME, CARRYING 
THAT OLD MAN 
ON HIS BACK. 


THREW UP THREE TIMES 
ON HIM, EVEN WETTING 
HIS PANTS IN THE END! 


THE OLD MAN 


I URGED HIM TO 
BECOME THE NEW 
MASTER, BUT EVER 
SINCE HE RETURNED 
FROM THE MUHAE 
VALLEY, HE'S CHANGED 
SOMEHOW AND BECAME 
DISINTERESTED IN 
WORLDLY AFFAIRS... 


HE... WAS STUBBORN 
ABOLIT REMAINING AS MY 
GUARDIAN, SO I TOOK 
THE POSITION INSTEAD. 


EVEN I, WHO'S 
NORMALLY SLOW 
IN GETTING WORD OF 
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
THE MURIM, HAVE HEARD 
THAT YUL MOG-IN, THE 
PREVIOUS MASTER OF 
THE GEUMCHEONBO, 
HAD A YOUNG SON 
WHO WAS CALLED 
A PRODIGY. 


Thouah | didnt 


know it was yOu. 


THANK YOU. 


IN THIS WORLD 
OF MURIM, BEING 
YOUNG ISN'T A 
WEAKNESS IF 
YOU HAVE THE 
ABILITY...! SO 
BE BRAVE! 


T'LL HAVE TO 
DISCUSS YOUR 
PROPOSAL WITH AND EVEN IF WE 
OUR ELDERS. WERE TO HELP YOU, 
THE ARRANGEMENT 
WOULDN'T LAST FOR 
LONG. IT'S DUE TO OUR 
VERY NATURE, WHICH 
IS RATHER DIFFICULT 
TO EXPLAIN IN 


I UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU MEAN. 


BEFORE I DECIDED TO 
COME HERE, T ACTUALLY HAD 
SOMEONE ELSE IN MIND TO ito us om 
LEAD THE GELIMCHEONBO'S sisi 
NEW GUARD CORPS THAT I GET IN TOUCH eee 


SUPPOSE THAT'S 
i? 
WILL SOON BE CREATED... WITH HIM? NOT TOO MUCH 


TO ASK... 


BUT I HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO 
REACH HIM... 


BY THE HE'S AN 
WAY, WHO'S AMAZING 
THAT GUY? MAN. 


THOUGH STILL 
YOUNG, HE'S SO 
STRONG THAT I CAN'T 
PICTURE HIM LOSING 
TO ANYONE... 


AND HE SEEMS TO 
HAVE LIVED THROUGH 
ALIFE THAT I CAN'T 
EVEN IMAGINE. 


RE 


I... DON'T 
KNOW WHO THAT 
IS, BUT HE'S THE 

COMPLETE OPPOSITE 
OF THE ONE WE' 
LOOKING FOR. 


CWE S 


\\ 
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HE ALSO TREATED 
ME WITH A SERIOUSNESS 
T HAD NEVER EXPERIENCED 
IN MY SHORT LIFE, HELPING 
ME OPEN MY EYES TO 
THE WORLD...! 


HE'S STILL A YOUNG 
PUP, BLIT I CAN VOLICH 
FOR HIS POWER... SO HE 
MIGHT BE SIMILAR TO THE 
PERSON YOU'RE LOOKING 
FOR IN THAT THEY’RE BOTH 
"YOUNG AND STRONG"... 


BUT THAT'S WHERE 
THE SIMILARITIES END, 
"CAUSE HE’S GODDAMNED 
GREEDY, DECEPTIVE, 
DESPICABLE, TRICKY, SLY, 
VICIOUS, CONTEMPTIBLE, 
WICKED... AND NOT 
TO MENTION... 


2 THAT HE'S 

= LASCIVIOUS, 
LECHEROUS, AND 
AN UNDERWEAR 
THIEF TO BOOT... 


COMPLETE OPPOSITE 
IN EVERY SENSE... 


MY DEEPEST 
REGRET 15 THAT 
(LET SUCH A 
SCOUNDREL SAVE 

MY LIFE... 


Even thouch | ites 

ss knocked out 
We oe te. feeling that 
we've talking 


about the same 
person... 


{ 


Vi » WUAAH 


IST 
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| IT CAME OUT OF 

I'M NOT LYIN', THE WATER AND 

GRANDPA! IT WAS TRIED TO EAT ME! 
SOB SOB...! 


CALM DOWN, 


ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT. ids, Boouoo...! 
GRANDPA WILL GO j I'M SCARED, 
TAKE A LOOK WITH ! NOPA...! 
YOU TOMORROW. BUT rg GRANDPA 
IT'S LATE NOW, SO 
GO TO SLEEP. 


IT'S ALRIGHT. 
YOUR GRANDPA 


(T'S THE 
DRAGON! 
IT'S COME TO 


THIS ONE ISN'T 
A DRAGON, BLIT A 
HORSE. DON'T YOU 
REMEMBER SEEING 
ONE WHEN YOU 
WERE YOUNG? 


‘IT LOOKS LIKE THIS 
HORSE HAS COME TO 
BRING YOU THE SACK 

YOU DROPPED... 


SEEING THAT 
IT’S SADDLED, 
I DOUBT IT'S A 
WILD HORSE... 


HOW DID IT Eg  iercesan wt GAN 
END UP THIS Y VZV A 
i" Wi ‘fi 


ZX WK if 


DEEP IN THE , 


MOUNTAINS...? 


IT ABANDONED 
AFTER ITS MASTER 
SUFFERED AN ILL 


4 

4, 
y 
i 


HAHA. IT’S 
HERE A LITTLE 
EARLIER TODAY. 


BUT BOY, YOU IT'S ALRIGHT, | 
SHOULD FINISH CAN CATCH SOME 
EATING FIRST. : FISH INSTEAD! 


= 


(15 BEEN A 
VERY LONG TIME, 
OLD MAN.u! WE'VE 

GONE THROUGH A LOT 

OF TROUBLE TO FIND 
YOU, 50 | HOPE YOU 
DON’T SAY THAT YOU 
DON’T KNOW US..1 


NO WAY! 
THEN WHERE 
DID ALL OF 
HIS ENRON 
~ 


WEALTH GO’ 


‘T: 


OR MAYBE 
HE REALLY DIDN 
HAVE ANYTHING: 
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WITTED GRAND- 


LIKE HE SAID, 
HE COULD'VE GIVEN 
IT AWAY TO THOSE IN 
THE SLUMS... 
HE WOULDN'T HAVE 
WEALTH. 


SON IN THE MOLINTAINS, 
NEEDED ALL THAT 


THAT PIG- 
HEADED OLD 
HIS HALF: 


“ THERE'S 
WHAT THE HELL'S ~ CAN DO. ANYWEY, 
THIS? WE WASTED LOOK FOR SOME- 


THREE YEARS TO 4 ; THING TO EAT! 
FIND HIM...! 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO LOST HIS TEMPER 
AND KILLED BOTH 
OF 'EM WHEN | TOLD 
YOU TO RESTRAIN 
YOURSELF! 


SINCE IT'S COME 
TO THIS, LET'S EAT 
SOMETHING FIRST 
AND THINK ABOUT 
WHAT TO DO NEXT. 


— 
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KEPT BY THE 
OLD MAN?! 


WHAT A FINE-LOOKING IT'D FETCH A 
WORSE... YOU WOULDN'T DECENT PRICE IF 
XPECT TO FIND IT IN t 
ORLACE LIKE THIS. WE SOLD IT... 


WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED?! 


Stay still. Y 
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THAT'S WHAT YOU 
GET FOR LOOKING DOWN 
ON ‘THE FIVE TIGERS OF 
PACHU’, BEAST... 


(15 BEEN SOME 
TIME SINCE WE 
LAST FEASTED ON 
HORSE MEAT. 


Wey ae 
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THIS FREAK OF A 
HORSE KILLED TWO 
OF OUR FRIENDS, 
HOW ARE YOU GOING 
TO TAKE RESPONSI- 

BILITY FOR IT? 


YOU MUST BE 
THE OWNER OF 
THIS HORSE. 


RESPONSIBILITY? 
HE LOOKS LIKE 
A DEAD BROKE 

VAGABOND! 


Au... THAT'S 
RIGHT...{ THEN 
WE'D BETTER NOT 


YOU NEVER KNOW, 
HE MIGHT KNOW 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE WHEREABOUTS 
OF THAT OLD MAN'S 


js Wp 
SHALL WE FIRST CUT Ta 
OFF HIS LIMBS AND THEN 
TAKE THE TIME TO ASK 
HIM QUESTIONS?! 


Pm 
I. ee ! 
_ i 


i 


a 


a uations 
L 2 TALKINGTO. 
K THE HORSE. 


HE... HE REALLY 
SEEMS LIKE A 
LUNATIC... 


HMM... WHAT IF HE'S OUT 
DOES IT MATTER?! OF HIS MIND, I'LL 
BEAT SOME SENSE 
INTO HIM! 


NO WAY WE 
CAN'T EVEN DEAL 
WITH SOMEONE WHO 
CAN BARELY STAND 


E 
YOURSELF... 


IGNORING MY 
WARNING. 


SHIT... YOU 
WERE MUMBLING... 
TO YOURSELF AND... 
WE COULDN'T HEAR 

ANYTHING. 


IT THOUGHT 
YOU NEEDED 
A REASON 
TO LIVE... 


If I... were 
to become the 
sub ject of your 
hatred... 


WANTEP TO... 
SEE THAT”... ONE 
LAST TIME. 


I'M SUCH AN... 
INCOMPETENT AND 
SELF-RIGHTEOUS 

FOOL. 


I WANTED YOU 
TO CHOOSE TO LIVE 
AND MEET ME AGAIN, 


EVEN IF THAT MEANT 
I HAD TO MAKE 
YOU HATE ME. 


MET YOU WITH 
A SMILING FACE 
FROM THE START 
INSTEAD... 


LET'S GO, 
BIRYONG. 


I WANT TO 
DRINK TONIGHT, 
JUST THE TWO 

OF Us. 


ig 
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I'M A FUGITIVE ON 
THE RUN FROM BOTH 
THE LAW AN? ASSASSINS 
FROM THE SEOK FAMILY FOR 
MURDERING MASTER SEOK 
YUN, THE WEALTHIEST MAN 
IN THE GANGPONE REGION. 


BUT ITS 
TRULY UNFAIR. 


IT WAS ONLY A COINCI- 
DENCE THAT I WAS TAKING 
A STROLL NEAR THE SCENE 
OF THE MURVER... ANP FOR 

THAT, I WA ACCUSED OF 

BEING A MURVERER... HOW 

MLOGICAL ANP MAPPENING 
19 THAT...? 


BUT NO ONE 
CARED ABOUT 
MY INNOCENCE. 


BN 
AY 
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EVERYONE WAS 
ONLY INTERESTEP 
IN TRE MASSIVE 
BOUNTY THE SEOK 
FAMILY PLACED 
ON MY HEAP. 


90 I'VE BEEN ON 
THE RUN FOR THREE 
MONTHS... ANP NOW, 
I'M TIRED. 


I THINK THEY RE 
CALLED THE PONE IU 
ASSASSIN SYNDICATE... 


I'D RATHER DIE 
THAN LET THEM 
CATCH ME. 


THAT PARTICULAR 
BRUTAL BANP OF 
AGGASSING... 


THE TERRIFYING 
KILLERS THAT THE 
SEOK FAMILY HIRED 
TO COME AFTER ME. 


I'LL BECOME A 
GHOST ANP CURSE THE 
BAST AR? WHO FRAME? 
ME, THE SEOK FAMILY, 

ANP THOSE PAMNEP 

ASGASSING...1 


OUR CLIENT 
HAS TOLD US 
TO BRING YOU 

ALIVE... 


It was at i WHO GOES 
that moment. ae b THERE? 


LEE SERIN...! 
ONCE CALLED THE 
BLOOD STACKER IN 

THE GAMBLING 

WORLD, HUH? 


When the ‘saviour’ 
sent by the heavens 
appeared before me...! 


Ahh... my saviour, 
you came to me like the 
warm spring sun... 


HOW T couLD 
EVER REPAY 


198 


Afterwards, we were set 
upon by the remnants of the 
Dongju and bounty hunters 
a number of times... 


But every time, 
he defeated them 
effortlessly with his 
wondrous martial 


art skills. 


Sometimes, he 
would mumble as 
if he were praying For 


the souls of those he 
4 1 T WON'T FORGIVE 
defeated, but | could . ANYONE WHO DARES 
not make out what ( TOUCH MY PREY...! 
he said. 


YOU... DON'T HAVE 
TO GO THIS FAR TO 
PROTECT ME... 


How tirelessly he'd 
worked to protect me |\\\) {// 
at every momet ‘ 


WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING ALONE AT 
THIS HOUR? 


19 
some water from 
the stream ‘cause 
I'm thirsty... 


HMM? WHY 
DIDN'T YOU 
WAKE ME 
up? 


(OH MAN, YOU'RE 
JUST LOOKING 
FOR TROUBLE, 

AREN'T YOU? 


You were sound 
asleep... and I 

thought I could 
handle this by 


Ah... Haha... 
y-you don't have 
to go that far... 


AND WHO'D TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY IF 
YOU SUDDENLY 
DISAPPEARED, 
HMM? 


Such a painstakingly 
meticulous way to 
care For me... 


JUST TELL ME 

WHENEVER YOU 
NEED TO GO. 
a rather put 
diapers On YOu 

i | eould, But. 


Anyway... there 
was never a moment 
when | wasn’t moved 
to tears. 


And those delightful 
jokes that helped me 
Forget the tedium 
of the journey... 


YOU HAPPEN 
TO HAVE ANY 
TREASURE MAP 
STASHED 
‘SOMEWHERE? 


T just don't 

know how I 
could repay 
you for all of 
this... 


And... 


C1 — 


ABOUT THAT 
REPAYMENT... 


IF YOU REALLY 
WANT TO REPAY ME... 
THEN MAKE YOUR WAY 
OUTTA HERE AND MEET 
ME AGAIN OUTSIDE. 


IT'LL NO DOUBT 
CHANGE YOUR BOLINTY 
IN SOME WAYS... AND 
I'LL BE VERY GRA- 
TEFUL FOR THAT. 


IT'S READY 
FOR YOU 


OUTSIDE. 


HEY! YOU 


BASTARD! STOP 
RIGHT THERE! 


HEY, 


NNN 


REMEMBER | E -,) 
ABOUT THAT “a 


or <f i 


BEFORE I PAY YOU FOR 
THE INFORMATION, LET ME 
ASK YOU SOMETHING. 


SINCE YOU'VE 
BROKEN OUT OF JAIL, 
THE BOUNTY ON YOU 


MUST'VE INCREASED 
A BIT, HUH? 


NO, THE REAL 
MURDERER WAS 
CAUGHT NOT LONG 
AFTER, SO I WAS 
RELEASED... 


HMM... 
THAT'S A 
SHAME... 


we 


WE COULD'VE JUST 

TAILED THIS GUY AND 

GRABBED HIM WHEN 
HE APPEARED... 


GEEZ, EVERYONE 
WHO COMES TO ME 
SAYS THE SAME 


YOU MEAN THERE 
WERE OTHERS WHO 
WERE LOOKING FOR 

‘HIM! TOO? 


AH YES, THERE 
WERE TWO OTHER 
VISITS BEFORE 
YOURS. 


THE FIRST TIME 


WAS BY A WOMAN 
AND AN OLD MAN... 


THE WOMAN 
WAS SO BEAUTIFUL 
THAT ANYONE WHO LAID 
THEIR EYES ON HER 
WOULD'VE BEEN LEFT 
SPEECHLESS. AND YOU 
COULD ALSO FEEL A 
SENSE OF MYSTERY 
AND HAUGHTINESS 
FROM HER... 


ANYWAY, I'D 

NEVER SEEN A 

SUCH A BEAUTY 
IN My LIFE. 


FROM THE WAY SHE 
SNAPPED AT THE OLD MAN 
WHO KEPT MAKING SALICY 

JOKES, IT LOOKED LIKE 

SHE WAS THE BOSS. 


He was sent 

Bying throush the 

POOF 3 couple OF 
times too. 


A TYPICAL PHONY MONK 
WHO REEKED OF WINE AND 
COURTESAN'S POWDER 
ALL OVER HIM. 


THE SECOND WAS A 
MONK WHO LOOKED 
LIKE A FAT BUN... 


AND... 
YOU ARE 
THE THIRD! 


ABOLIT THAT... WAS HE SUFFERING 
PHONY MONK. FROM CONSUMPTION 
OR SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 


I'VE NEVER SEEN I DOUBT HE 
SOMEONE ILL WITH EVER CAUGHT 
CONSUMPTION LOOKING A COLD IN HIS 
SO PLUMP AND WITH LIFE... 
SUCH LUSTROUS. 
SKIN. 


«GUESS HE'S 
NOT THE ONE 


WILL YOU FIGHT 
HIM WHEN YOU 
SEE HIM? 


WELL... WE'LL 
HAVE TO FIND 
HIM FIRST... 


IT’S THE LATTER, OF COURSE. 
HE'S TO BECOME THE NEXT 
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS OF 
THE GEUMCHEONBO, I CAN'T 
HAVE HIM GET SERIOUSLY 
WOUNDED. 


OHO... WHY DO 
YOU ASK? ARE YOU 
WORRIED THAT I MIGHT 
GET HURT, OR ARE YOU 
WORRIED ABOLIT HIM? 


PUHAHA...! 
YOU'RE A WISE 
KID... ALRIGHT, 
I'LL TRY TO HOLD 
BACK AS MUCH AS 
1 CAN FOR YOUR 


HEHEHE. 


T Just... 
FIND IT A LITTLE 
AWKWARD... 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW THIS IS 
HOW TI LOOK... 

WHEN I SMILE... 


DON'T MENTION IT. 
AFTER ALL, THIS IS 


Ling wi! 
a te i) La 
sen HON \y 


My LL) 


; AN aN 
p ae 


THAT SOME 
WINE WILL GO 
REALLY WELL 
HERE, 


HAS IT BEEN 
EIGHT MONTHS? 


AHH... IT'S 
BEEN THAT LONG 
ALREADY... 


WHERE ARE 
YOU THINKING OF 
GOING NEXT? 


I WAS THINKING 
OF PAYING THE RED 
BLOODS A VISIT, SINCE 
I HAVE A PROMISE 

TO KEEP... 


And aet Biryone 
married off too. 


nee 

a AK MY 

¥ ie 
we rye”, ¥. 
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ITS MASTER 
WAS ALSO VERY 
POPULAR WITH 


EVERYTHING FELL APART 
WHEN THEIR TROUBLEMAKER 
OF A SON WAS ARRESTED 
FOR MURDER. 


HIG ELDERLY PARENTS 
TURNED IN PETITIONS 
TO THE MAGISTRATE ANP 
TRIED VARIOUS AVENUES 
TO SAVE THEIR ONLY 
CHIL?, TO NO AVAIL. 


THE JEOK 
MANOR... WAS 
ONCE HOME TO A 
VERY WEALTHY 
FAMILY. 


THEN... ONE OF THE 
OFFICIALS WHO TOOK FITY 
ON MASTER JEOK APVISED 
HIM TO SEEK HELF FROM AN 
INFLUENTIAL FIGURE IN THE 
CAPITAL CITY. 


AFTER SELLING OFF ALL OF THEIR 
ASSETS, MASTER JEOK LEFT FOR THE 
CAPITAL TO GAIN THE INFLUENTIAL 
FIGURES FAVOUR, LEAVING HIF 
WIFE BEHIN? ON HER OWN. 


THREE YEARS 
LATER... 


It was no 
use... nothing 
worked. 


Where our... 
boy is... or whether 
he's even alive... 


HE RETURNED A 
COMPLETELY RUINEP 
* MAN, WHOM EVEN HIS 
WIFE COULD BARELY 
RECOGNISE. 


AND HIS WIFE 
THE LONE TRAVELS FOLLOWED HIM 
AND SEVERE HEART ACHES HE SOON AFTER. 
SUFFERED MUST HAVE TAKEN 
THEIR TOLL, AS MASTER JEOK 
DIDNT SURVIVE THAT 
WINTER... 


Even... if I can 
never see him 
again... 


If someone 
could just... have 
told me that... 


Our Seong... 
is still... alive... 


WUAAH...! 
H-HE'S COME 
our! 


UNCLES IN THE VILLAGE 
TOLD US NOT TO GO NEAR THIS 
HOUSE ‘CAUSE IT'S HALINTED BY 

GHOSTS AND DOKKAEBI, SO... 


DOKKAEBI... YEAH, 
I MIGHT JUST FIT 
THE BILL. 


MAY T 
FINISH OFF 


THIS MEAT? Teoulé 


bring you 
some rice 
cakes next 


time... 


> 
gto 


3 Please...?, 


Uhm... evr... H... 
How are you? 


AT USING swoRDs, 
MISTER DOKKAEBI? 


IF You 
ARE, PLEASE 
TEACH us! 


WHY WOULD You WE WANT 
WANT TO LEARN TO DRIVE THE 
BANDITS AWAY! 


YEAH! 


THEY'RE REAL THEY COME TO THE VILLAGE 
BAD PEOPLE! SEVERAL TIMES A YEAR AND TAKE 
AWAY ALL OUR GRAIN! 


| HEARD THAT | LOST 4 THEY DON'T 


y AN OLDER SISTER EVEN WORK FOR 
mA tee LIKE THAT TOO. daa THEMSELVES... 
BROTHERS DIED OF 4 a 

HUNGER ‘CAUSE i = 


OF THEM! ss) vl 
nA ) 


c...can 27 It looks 
Can a ks Ma. saDON'T 
we dig in like it's all : 
TOUCH TH 
now? cooked... gZ ue 
eile ! 
lo 
Man. 
that's the 
tastiest 
z part. 
2) 
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ARE YOU THE 
SO-CALLED ME TO YOUR 


BANDITS...? STRONGHOLD. 


THERE WEREN'T 
EVEN THIRTY OF 
THEM, AND YET... 


OH MAN... FLEASE DONT 
EVEN TALK ABOUT THEM. 
4 AFTER THEIR YOLINGEST SON 
THE WAS TAKEN AWAY BY THE 
NAM6LING AUTHORITIES, THE ENTIRE 
FAMILY? EC FAMILY WAS BLOWN 
& TO SHREDS. 


; 


MASTER NAMELING 
DIED WITHIN A YEAR FROM 

ANGER ANP ANXIETY, AN? THE 
REMAINING SONS SOLP OFF THE 

FAMILY ASSETS ANP LEFT TO 
FIND THEIR BABY BROTHER, BUT 
NOTHING HAS BEEN HEAR? FROM 

THEM SINCE... WE VON'T EVEN 

KNOW IF THEY'RE EVEN 
STILL ALIVE. 


OLD BLACKSMITH HWANG 
SAID HE SAW THE SECOND 
SON WANDERING AROLUIN? IN 
THE CAPITAL LOOKING LIKE 
ABECEAR, BUT WELL... 


OH NO... 

THEY WOULENT 
BE WORRIED ABOUT 
ME... THEY VE MOKE 
OR LESS VISOWNED 

ME, YKNOW... 

HEHEHE. 


BUT LATELY, 
I'VE BEEN 
MISSING THEM 
30 MUCH... 


EVEN MY 
BIG BROTHERS 
CONSIVEREP ME 
ADISERACE TO 
THE FAMILY. 


HER IN-LAWS, .-AFTERWARPS.... 
FEARING THAT HAKM SHE WENT MAP... 


MIGHT COME TO THEIR AND IN THE ENP, SHE 
FAMILY, FABRICATED A HUNG HERSELF ON 
SCANDAL TO THROW THE CLARDIAN TREE 
YOU'VE GOT TO HER OUT... YONDER... 
FEEL SORRY FOR |e 
HIS SISTER. 


TK TSK... 
SUCH HEARTLESS 
PEOPLE... 


THE ONLY FAMILY 
LT HAVE IS MY BIG SISTER 
WHO RAISED ME SINCE 
IWAS A BABE. 


+ SHE MARRIED INTO 
AWEALTHY, NOTABLE 
FAMILY WELL-KNOWN 
AROUN? OUR VILLAGE 

THANKS TO THE VILLAGE 
ELDER'S INTROPLUCTION. 


I'M SURE SHE MUST 
BE SLURROLINDEP BY A 
BUNCH OF STRAPPING 

KIDS BY NOW. 


I HOPE 
NONE OF THEM 
TAKES AFTER THEIK 
UNCLE THOUGH... 
HAHAHA...! 


WE'VE LIVE? HERE MANY 
YEARS, BLT WE'VE NEVER 


HEAR? OF THAT NAME... 


OH DEAR... 
YOU'RE TOO 
LATE... 


THEY WERE 
ALIVE LINTIL 
THREE YEARS 
ACO, BUT... 


The fact that 

you're better 

off dead than 
returning... 


Smile so 
happily, you 
fools... 


dS WHAT MAKES 
IT EVEN MORE 
UNBEARABLE FOR 
ME... YOU POOR 
FOOLS...! 


¢ WILL IT GIVE ME 
JF I LAY POWN MY ae APLACE TO SIT 


SOR? ANP BECOME A ANP REST FOR 
FARMER INSTEAV... AWHILE...? 
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I HEARD THAT YOU 
SAVED HIS MOTHER 
FROM THE HANDS 
OF THE BANDITS... 


THIS 15 ONLY A 
TASTE OF WHAT'S 
TO COME. 


YOU'LL GET IT EVEN 
WORSE IF YOU DON’T HAND 
OVER THE SWORDSMAN 
WHO DESTROYED THE 
CHEONMA STRONGHOLD 
AND KILLED 115 
CHIEFTAIN. 


YEAH... 115 NOT LIKE 
YOU HAVE THE GUTS 
TO HIRE SOMEONE 
LIKE HIM... 


REGARDLESS, 
| CAN'T LET THIS 
SLIDE. 


He only stayed ina 
We don't deserted house near the 
know anything village briefly, and has 
about him. nothing to do with us. 


T'LL GIVE YOU " 
Apreente to EOE 
WHATEVER YOU 
CAN TO FIND OUT 

WHERE HE IS! 


WE'LL RAZE 
THE VILLAGE TO 
THE GROUND... 


WERE THE ONES 
I GOT MERELY ONE OF 
THEIR BRANCHES...?7! 


WE... DON'T 
WANT ANY MORE 


WE'LL DEAL DEAL WITH 
WITH THE REST, THE REST? 
SO PLEASE... 


I’M SURE THEY ONLY 
BURST OLIT IN ANGER... 
DESPITE WHAT THEY 
SAID, THEY CAN'T 
HARM Us. 


IT'LL BE WORSE 
FOR THEM IF WE 
AREN'T AROUND. 


THAT'S THE 
RIGHT WAY 
TO LIVE? 


YOUR CHILDREN AND 
THEIR CHILDREN WILL 
CONTINUE LIVING 
THAT WAY... 


FARMERS. 


WE'VE FARMED 
ALL OUR LIVES, AND 
THAT'S WHAT WE TEACH 
OUR CHILDREN. 


A THING LIKE 
FIGHTING STRENGTH 
WITH STRENGTH... 


we TSN'T 
SOMETHING WE 
WOULD KNOW 


EVEN THINK 


SHOULD... TIP i y 3 
THEM OFF... I j ABOUT TT 


anys 
ALTHOUGH IT'S COME TO é i) ry 
THIS, HE'S RISKED HIS LIFE me 
TO FIGHT AND SAVE THAT 
MOTHER AND HER SON! THE 
VILLAGE OWES HIM...{ 


y 
V s 


ENOUGH OF THIS. I'LL 
TAKE ALL RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR WHATEVER HAPPENS 

NEXT, SO TELL YOUR FAMILY 
NOT TO SPEAK OF THIS! 


YOU PONT 
HAVE ANY PLACE 
LEFT TO 60, 
90 YOU...? 


IT WAS ONLY A 

FROM THE OTART: We HOPE THAT KEPT US 

DIDNT HAVE'A PLACE tO a 
70 RETURN TO’. : 


ACN 


i 
i 


WHY PONT 
YOU LET IT 
ALL 60... 


YOU KNOW THAT 
WELL YOURSELF, 
JEOK SEONG... 


ANP COME 
OVER TO THIS 
SIE...? 


ry 
Suen 


KUHUHL... YOU SURE Y-YES... 


THAT'S HIM? 


i 

YOU MAY ty a, Veh 

HEAD BACK XN ‘QJ 
NOW! NN 


A-ALRIGHT 
THEN... 


WHY DON'T YOU 


SHOW US THE SKILLS 
THAT DESTROYED THE 
CHEONMA STRONG- 


IT MAKES 
ME WONPER 
SOMETIMES. 


BHT... 
WHY PO 
YOU ASK? 


HIM SMILING...? 


HES SUCH A 
CHEERFUL MAN 
AFTER ALL... 


HOW SOMEONE 
WHO'S LIVEP HIF 
WHOLE LIFE ON 
THE BATTLEFIELP 
CAN SMILE $0 
INNOCENTLY... 
HAHAHA. 


YOUSAD 
THAT HES NOT . 
THE SAME MAN. 

YOU KNOW... . - 


ONE MOKE 
THING I WANT 
TO SEE...! 


\ 
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